Who's got the best skills... 


out of West Siberian Laikas, males or females, on forest birds? 


Picture by Karangon Kennel, Sirkku Valkeala showing Ronja Valkeala and Karangon Shiva 


So many times | have heard that females are so much better than males for bird hunting, and that males are so 
much better for bigger game. This is something | wanted to find out based on what | see in my own dogs. All of 
them Russian imported and most of them with close relatives from Siberia, where the culture of using the West 
Siberian Laika as a treeing dog is still strong. They all have a natural high interest in birds, even one that has been 
allowed to work with them from adult age. 


s there really such a big differens between the males and females on this particular game, or is it just a matcho 
hing that male's are to be tough dogs working with big game, and then we forget about their natural born skills 
and let them gradually fade away? 


f you look at the vage material we have for statistics here, yes it may appear so, but the more | studied this, the 
more interested | got. | have to say that again, we seem to have developed some unique behaviour between 
he genders for this particular kind of hunting. Why...? 

Who knows, but we don’t seem to able to preserve what make these dogs what they really are, or it has been 
missing from the beginning. The treeing skills in a good West Siberian Laika should not be any less good 
developed than what you see in a Finnish spits for example, but selective breeing in the FS over a century has 
given it skills on one particular spieces, namely the forest birds, that no other breed has got. 

The Laikas don’t have these spesific skills that make the FS such a highly specialized dog, but the instinct to tree 
game, are to be at the exact same level and with experience the West Siberian Laika are to handle the forest 
birds with ease. 


In the Nordic countries we have way too few West Siberian Laikas and a too small number of trials available, so 
the natural place to search is inV. E. Tarasjuk's Russian data base housing information about 38204 West Siberian 
Laikas. 


| have chosen 150 trials in the period between 2000 and 2015 and based my comparasence on that. 


Everything is based on average calculation’s on the dogs awarded points on each element in the trial. 


1. Ability to find birds (30 points) 
2. Speed of the search (10 points) 
3. Correctness in the search (10 points) 
4 Voice (5 points) 
5. Treeing style (10 points) 
6. Tracking and persuiting flying bird (15 points) 
7. Persistance (10 points) 
8. Obedience (5 points) 
9. Treatment of shot game (5 points) 
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1. diplomas 


Lets look at the 1 diplomas. These results are as close to optimal as it’s possible to come. Very high performances 
by the dogs and only the best ones are able to obtain this. 


1 diplomas 
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In the most important element for this kind of hunting, the abillity to find the bird in a tree, or how the dog locate it 
when flushing it from the ground, the Russian males accually have a little higher average points than the females. 
27,6 Vs 26,5 average out of maximum 30 points. 


Speed of the search, and what in my opinion is the dogs willingness to work without contact with birds... Identical. 
Nothing separate the males and the females. 
7,8 average for both out of maximum 10 points. 


Correctness of the search is the same. Identical. Both genders score an average of 7,7 out of maximum 10 
points. 

This is a clear indicator that there really are no difference in the search for males and females. 

Here it is said that males usually have a better search than the females, but the numbers | look at from Russia tell 
me a different story. Females are just as good. No difference. 


The voice is judged on how clear the bark is. Males have a deeper bark than the females but what the females 
lack in volume they seem to make up for in sharpness. 

Another intereseting matter is what is said so often here, that females are better for birds because the males have 
a more deep and powerful bark that seem to scare the birds. 

It can't be the case. 

An average of 4 vs 4,4 out of maximum 5 points. 


Treeing style, or how the dog behave while barking up the tree. Again it show such a small difference and in the 
favour of the females. 


An average of 8,3 vs 8,5 out of maximum 10 points. 


Following the bird when it flies away after beeing scared by the judge or after the dog sflush the bird from the 
ground. The biggest difference according to my calculations and where the females are the absolute best. 
Looking at my own dogs it’s correct since the females are much better at this than the males. 

An average of 11,7 vs 13 out of maximum 15 points. 


Persistance seem to favour the males with an average of 8,8 vs 8,1 out of maximim 10 points. 


Tha last two are obedience and treatment of shot game. Both favour the females, that seem to be slightly more 
interesting to follow the owners orders with an average of 3,7 vs 3,9 out of maximum 5 points and they seem to be 
a little less game aggressive than the males with an average of 4,2 vs 4,3 out of maximum 5 points. 


Summary for 1 diolomas 

So, what can we say about the summary of these trials awarded with the highest valour of diplomas? 
Males was awarded an average of 84 out of 100 points. 

Females was awarded an average of 84 out of 100 points. 


On an average these dogs had performed 16,1% under what is considered maximum performance with 83,9 
points out of 100. 


In order to separate them we need to use more decimals and then we come to an average of 83,7 for males 
and 84,1 for females. 

In other words, the best females on an average obtain 0,7 points more than males on bird trials in Russia. 

This is such a small number, so to say that the best West Siberian Laika females are so much better than the best 
males, is wrong. The males have the same potentional to become an outstanding hunting dog for birds as the 
females. 


2. diplomas 


Lets move on to the 2. diplomas to see if the difference continue. The overall performance of the dog awarded 
a 2. diploma is naturally a little lower than for a 1. diploma but still a good breeding individual. 


2 diplomas 


=Males & Females 


The first thing one can observe is that the biggest difference since 1. dplomas between the genders are in: 
1. The ability to find birds 
6. Tracking and persuiting flying bird. 


It is now an average of 23,9 vs 23,5 out of maximum 30 points for the ability to find birds. The advantage the 
males had, has been redced to 0,4 compared to the dogs that obtained a 1. diplomas. 
On this level the males and females are as good as simular and more diffecult to tell apart. 


The same can not be said about tracking and persuiting of birds, where the average for 2. diploma dogs are 
down to 11,0 vs 10,9 out of maximum 15 points. A very small dfference for the males (0,7) but a much higher 
difference for the females (2,1) compared to the ones that obtained a 1. Diploma 


For the other ones the simulatity is stunningly identical. 

2: Speed of the search 7,6 VS 7,4 out of maximum 10 points 

Males reduced their speed (0,2) while the females has droped just a little bit more (0,4) compared to the ones 
that obtained a 1. Diploma. Still the dogs work with good speed during the trials, and | have to say based on my 
own experience with Nordic dogs, these dogs still move significantly faster, 


3. Correctness in the search 7,3 Vs 6,9 out of maximum 10 points. 
The females has the biggest reduction (0,8) compared to the females with 1. Diploma, while the males had half of 
that reduction (0,4). 


4. Voice. An average of 4,3 vs 4,7 out of maximum 10 points, meaning that the dogs have received a slightly 
higher number of points compared to the ones with a 1. Diploma. Both males and females has increased their 
points with an average of 0,3. Females voice still judged higher than males. 


5. Treeing style. An average of 7,1 vs 7,5 out of maximum 10 points. It is clear that this is one of the elements 
where you can separate the best from the not so good performances. A higher reduction for males (1,2) 
compared to the smaller, but still notisable reduction for females (1). 


7. Persistance An average of 7,2 vs 7,0 out of maximum 10 points. Another important element and another 
noticably drop for the males (1,2) compared to the females (1). 


8. Obedience is accually higher for this level than for the ones with 1. Diploma. An average of 4,1 out of 
maximum 5 points for both males and females. 


9. Treatment of shot game are 0,1 down for both. 4,2 vs 4,1 out of maximum 5 points. 


Summary of 2. diplomas 

Average awarded points for males is 77 points and for females 76 points out of maximum 100 points. On an 
average these dogs had performed 23,5 % under what is considered maximum performance with 76,5 points out 
of 100. This is on an average a 7,4 % lower performance compared to the 1 doplomas. 


From the previous 0,7 points in difference between the genders, the females has only increased the difference 
with 0,3 %, to 1 point difference. Still nothing that can say that they are much better at this game than males. 


Again it can be said that males and females are equally good when looking at the second best available 
diploma, and still the males perform just a little bit better than the females on the vital element of locating the 
birds in trees. 


3. diplomas 


3 diplomas 


Final diploma, the third diploma. Here is where you find the highest number of dogs naturally, but it is still an 
indication that the individual is a good hunting dog and very suitable for breeding, but in order to strengthen 
some of these abileties it may be a good idea to search for individuals that have proven that they can contribute 
to that and also have these abileties present in their pedigree. 


1. The ability to find birds 21,1 vs 20,7 out of maximum 30 points. 
The difference between the genders has not changed compared to the 2 diplomas. The difference is still 0,4 
points. 


2: Speed of the search 6,7 vs 6,5 out of maximum 10 points. 
The same as with 2 diplomas. Males still have an advantage of 0,2 points. 


3. Correctness in the search 6,2 vs 6,2 out of maximum 10 points. 
Like with the 1 diplomas the genders again are identical. 


4. Voice 4,3 vs 4,0 out of maximum 5 points 

The males are identical as for 2 diploma, but the females have a radical drop from 4,7 to 4,0 points (0,7). Why this 
is the case is interesting, but one sure need to see if any of the females that obtained 3 diplomas ever obtained 
anything higher. After all the numbers 4,3 — 4,7 — 4,0 within’ a maximum of 5 point range tell something about a 
reduction of quality. 


5. Treeing style 7,1 vs 6,5 out of maximum 10 points 


For both 1 diplomas and 2 diplomas the females has been ahead of the males here, showing better skills under 

the tree than males. 0,2 ahead for 1 diplomas and 0,4 ahead on the 2 diplomas. Now it has turned totally, and 
for the 3 diplomas the malea are ahead 0,6 points. 

Of course not a very big differense, by all means, but it is strange to see how the females all of a sudden end up 
with less good skills than males on this particular level. 


6. Tracking and persuiting flying bird 8,9 vs 8,9 out of maximum 15 points. 
Like with 2 diplomas the genders are even here. 


7. Persistance 5,8 vs 6,1 out of maximum 10 points. 

On this level the females are better than the males with a 0,3 points differents. The males has been ahead, but 
the lower you get on the diploma scale, the less the difference became and now the females achieve better 
results. 


8. Obedience 

The obedience is as good as equal with 3,8 vs 3,9 out of maximum 5 points. Higher than 2 diplomas and the same 
level as 1 diploma. Strange that the average will go down from 1 diploma to 2 diploma, and then up again for 
the 3 diploma. 


9. Treatment of shot game 
Lower than both 1 and second diplomas. 3,8 vs 3,9 out of maximum 5 points. 


Summary of 3. diplomas 

Awerage awarded points for males 67,4 and females 66,7 out of maximum 100 points. On an average these 
dogs has performed 32,8 % under what is considered maximum performance with 67,2 out of maximum 100 
points. This is on an average a 16,7 % lower performance compared to the 1 doplomas and 9,3 % lover than the 
2 diplomas. 

On this level the males are ahead of the females again, with 0,7 points on an average. 


Conclution 


So what can be said about this and what answers has this study given in the question that females are so much 
better than males for forest birds, like capercallie and black grouse. 

| think the answer is pretty clear, and that is they are both equally good and a male can become just as good as 
any female. 


One really important part of the hunt for forest birds are the dogs ability to locate the bird, either in the tree or 
after it has been flushed from the ground. On each diploma level the males has proven that they possess better 
skills than the females. 

If the opposite is the case here, then the males must have lost something. 


The speed of the search is important because it show the dogs willingness to work without game contact. Both 
genders stay equal on each diploma level. Only minor differences. 


Together with the speed of the search the correctness of the search is very important, and again another proof 
against what has been said, that males search better than females, is wrong. Both genders search equally good. 
If females search less good than the males here, then this is a problem that need focus. It is not supposed to be 
like that. 


Voice is how well the dogs bark is heard in the forest, and the West Siberian Laika should have a bark that is heard 
well. It seems that on the lowest level, the females fall behind compared to the higher levels, but again it's being 
said here that the bids get scared by the males deeper bark. According to what | see in this study, it is not 
correct either, simply because they are awarded a very similar amount of points for treeing style. 

Males on the highest level are even better than the females. 

This would never happen if the birds got scared by the males deep and powerful bark. 


However it does happen that a bird fly away for whatever reason, and then it’s important that the dog follow 
and try to relocate it. Under tracking and persuiting a flying bird, besides from the highest valour of diploma, 
where the females scored higher than males, they are equally good there as well. 

To relocate a flying bird, it takes will and sharp senses, since it quickly disappear from the dogs vision and it’s 
necessary to stop and listen. This is not a several hundred kilo moose that is easy to follow and track. 


So looking at the most basic skills needed for successful bird hunting, the conclusion must be: 
Male —- female... it doesn’t matter. They are supposed to be equally good. 


lf either of the genders separate themselves from the other one here, then it the responsibility of the breeders to 
make sure skills are not lost. Some of these skills are after all skills separating the West Siberian Laika from other 
breeds, and vital for maintaining the sharp hunting skills that is supposed to be present in the breed. 


